Dates:      
Feb. 21st – 1145hrs 

Three Compasses, Hornsey                      
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Joyce has to be in London most of the day, so I will drop her off and be in Hornsey before noon. I intend to join the Pub History Society’s trip to some Hampstead pubs at around 1300hrs. Any FOFB’s wishing to join me and them, please get in touch for times, mobiles, etc.
March 28th - 1245hrs
Camra Plaque Lunch  
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at the Swan, Fittleworth
R. S .V. P.
Sept. 12th – 1230hrs
4th Annual Reunion 

at Simpson’s-in-the-Strand – to celebrate 85 years of the known existence of the A. O. F. B. 

R. S. V. P.  (a. s. a. p.)
FRIENDS OF THE FROTH BLOWERS 
A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE LONG BRUM TRUDGE 
 It is some weeks now since twelve members of the FOFB, including three ‘Fairy Belles’ – or, should I say, to be more politically correct, the ‘Artisan Order of Female Beer-drinkers’ – trudged Brum in a most determined and professional manner. Meeting at the now ‘usual’ venue of the Wellington, off New Street, we tore ourselves reluctantly away from an array of 15 pumps offering beers to suit all tastes - except those preferring the fizzy, foreign, bottled stuff – and proceeded through the Old Joint Stock to admire its unpublike grandeur. Taxis took us to the Bartons Arms for a light lunch washed down - by those with taste, and a desire to stay fairly coherent for the rest of the day – by pints of Oakham’s JHB.
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   The next stop was the Old Contemptibles where the party split up, leaving the indefatigable eight to trudge on to the relatively ancient Prince of Wales, followed by a short canal towpath walk to the modern Pennyblacks.

  A longer walk, not including the keggified 14thC Old Crown, but past the upgraded but historic Bull Ring markets, took us to the Anchor   in   Digbeth  –  Brum’s  real 

ale rival to the Wellington – for one     Old Crown, Deritend                        last drop ere parting.
    The Birmingham Medal Company
  Ian Brown and I, being Brummies by birth and residence, have long felt that we ought to know more about the Birmingham Medal Company and its director(s). The ‘(s)’ is there because in attendance at the AOFB’s grand Birmingham Dinner held in the Midland Hotel at the end of January, 1927, according to the Sporting Times and the Birmingham Post, were both ‘Grand Typhoon Stewart Turner’ and ‘Monsoon Hal Turner’. Despite Ian’s well-documented abilities as a researcher and my own not inconsiderable tenacity, apart from a few addresses, we have found nothing very certain about Hal Stewart Turner. In an effort to throw light on this mystery, Professor Carl Chinn has printed an investigative piece by me in January’s ‘Brummagem’.
   [image: image4.jpg]


I do not suppose we will need a room of this size, so suggest we use the Knights Room (below - where the original “Pink ‘Un” Dinner was held in October, 1926) which now is decorated in Art Deco style.
The AOFB was founded, as far as I am concerned, on the 12th of September, 1924 – the first date shown on their statement of accounts.
The Swan, Fittleworth –
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somewhere behind Ian – first visited, I think, by Bert and his father in 1925, when they both signed the Visitors’ Book.
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CELEBRATE AT SIMPSON’S
     The Ghosts of the A. O. F. B. will surely be with us here:

Bert Temple           Alfred Fripp            David Cain           Jack Haes

   All members of the F. O. F. B. and their friends, partners, wives, toy-boys and mistresses are cordially invited to celebrate exactly 85 years of the A. O. F. B.’s existence: the seven actual years and the seventy-eight succeeding years it has lived in the memory of us and the earlier, like-minded, curious eccentrics – the backbone of British society.

   The set meal cost for a lunch of two-courses is advertised at £24. Should enough people attend, I imagine that we could negotiate a price nearer £20. I envisage this as a one-off occasion, unless asked by members to repeat it. Around twelve people have usually found their way to Salisbury; I would hope that twice that many might make the centre of London. Please reply early to give me some power to negotiate.
No. 0  VAT: The Swan
   In March, 2006, Camra presented a commemorative plaque to the Swan, Fittleworth – one of their selected pubs deemed to be of  ‘Historic  Interest’.   Five  FOFB’s  wetted  the  plaque  to  the 

A. O. F. B. in May of that year.  Last year the 3rd Plaque Day was celebrated when ten members and friends gathered for lunch, and to meet Bert’s great-nephew, Richard Temple, and his family - a most pleasant occasion it was.

   I hope that FOFB’s will join me again – especially those who have not been to this shrine of Frothism. Its Visitors’ Books date back to the late-19thC, and are filled with artists’ sketches and the autographs of many luminaries of the time – including most of the ‘high-ranking’ Froth Blowers. 

   Once again, some idea of numbers would help. 

D. L. W.    finwood40@btinternet.com
